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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 212563 

FOR CHARGE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TECH, ENRG, AR 

SUBJECT: ARGENTINE REQUESTS FOR NUCLEAR ASSISTANCE 
REF: BUENOS AIRES 6130 

1 . YOU SHOULD INFORM APPROPRIATE GOA OFFICIALS THAT US 
REGRETS DELAY IN RESPONDING TO THEIR RECENT REQUESTS 
FOR REPROCESSING OF SPENT RESEARCH REACTOR FUEL, HEU 
FUEL SUPPLY FOR THE RA-3, AND RETRANSFER OF US ORIGIN 
HEU TO PERU. WE HAVE RECENTLY BEEN ENGAGED IN EXTENSIVE 
REVIEW OF NUCLEAR EXPORT AND NON-PROLIFERATION POLICY, 

AND ARE STILT. IN THE PROCESS OF WORKING OUT ACCEPTABLE 
LEGISLATION. BOTH OF THESE ACTIVITIES REFLECT HIGH 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 212563 

PRIORITY CARTER ADMINISTRATION PLACES UPON PEACEFUL 
NUCLEAR ENERGY COOPERATION, AND UPON ACHIEVING EFFECTIVE 
NON-PROLIFERATION REGIME. 

2. US IS DISPOSED IN PRINCIPLE TO BE AS HELPFUL AS WE 

CAN IN ASSISTING ARGENTINA TO MEET NUCLEAR ENERGY NEEDS. 

WE BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT GOA REQUESTS NOW PENDING MSUT 
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BE ADDRESSED IN CONTEXT OF BROADER DISCUSSION OF OUR 
FUTURE NUCLEAR RELATIONSHIP AND OF THE PROBLEM OF 
NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION. 

3. FOR THIS PURPOSE, WE WOULD PROPOSE EARLY US/GOA 
TALKS TO COVER BOARD RANGE OF POLITICAL AND TECHNICAL 
NUCLEAR ISSUES. GIVEN HEAVY NEGOTIATING SCHEDULE WE 
FACE IN THIS AREA OVER COMING MONTHS, WE WOULD PREFER 
THAT SUCH TALKS BE HELD IN WASHINGTON AND WOULD TENTA- 
TIVELY SUGGEST MID-OCTOBER AS MOST CONVENIENT TIMING 
FROM US VIEWPOINT. THEY COULD POSSIBLY BE SCHEDULED 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE FIRST INFCE MEETING. 

4. IF GOA AGREES IN PRINCIPLE TO SUCH TALKS, WE WOULD 
BE PREPARED PROMPTLY TO WORK OUT DETAILS OF TIMING, 
VENUE. AND PARTICIPATION, AND WOULD APPRECIATE ARGENTINE 
SUGGESTIONS AND PREFERENCES. 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TECH, ENRG, AR 

SUBJECT: ARGENTINE REQUESTS FOR NUCLEAR ASSISTANCE 
REF: BUENOS AIRES 6130 

1 . YOU SHOULD INFORM APPROPRIATE GOA OFFICIALS THAT US 
REGRETS DELAY IN RESPONDING TO THEIR RECENT REQUESTS 
FOR REPROCESSING OF SPENT RESEARCH REACTOR FUEL, HEU 
FUEL SUPPLY FOR THE RA-3, AND RETRANSFER OF US ORIGIN 
HEU TO PERU. WE HAVE RECENTLY BEEN ENGAGED IN EXTENSIVE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 212563 

REVIEW OF NUCLEAR EXPORT AND NON-PROLIFERATION POLICY, 
AND ARE STILL IN THE PROCESS OF WORKING OUT ACCEPTABLE 
LEGISLATION. BOTH OF THESE ACTIVITIES REFLECT HIGH 
PRIORITY CARTER ADMINISTRATION PLACES UPON PEACEFUL 
NUCLEAR ENERGY COOPERATION, AND UPON ACHIEVING EFFECTIVE 
NON-PROLIFERATION REGIME. 

2. US IS DISPOSED IN PRINCIPLE TO BE AS HELPFUL AS WE 

CAN IN ASSISTING ARGENTINA TO MEET NUCLEAR ENERGY NEEDS. 
WE BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT GOA REQUESTS NOW PENDING MSUT 
BE ADDRESSED IN CONTEXT OF BROADER DISCUSSION OF OUR 
FUTURE NUCLEAR RELATIONSHIP AND OF THE PROBLEM OF 
NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION. 

3. FOR THIS PURPOSE, WE WOULD PROPOSE EARLY US/GOA 
TALKS TO COVER BOARD RANGE OF POLITICAL AND TECHNICAL 
NUCLEAR ISSUES. GIVEN HEAVY NEGOTIATING SCHEDULE WE 
FACE IN THIS AREA OVER COMING MONTHS, WE WOULD PREFER 
THAT SUCH TALKS BE HELD IN WASHINGTON AND WOULD TENTA- 
TIVELY SUGGEST MID-OCTOBER AS MOST CONVENIENT TIMING 
FROM US VIEWPOINT. THEY COULD POSSIBLY BE SCHEDULED 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE FIRST INFCE MEETING. 

4. IF GOA AGREES IN PRINCIPLE TO SUCH TALKS, WE WOULD 
BE PREPARED PROMPTLY TO WORK OUT DETAILS OF TIMING, 

VENUE. AND PARTICIPATION, AND WOULD APPRECIATE ARGENTINE 
SUGGESTIONS AND PREFERENCES. 

VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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